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George Jackson's Attorney ' 

Facts show need 


The Legislature of the 
State of California 
State Capirol 

Sacramento, California i 

Attn: Lt. Governor Eel Reinecke 
President of the State 
Senate 
Mr. Bob Moreiti 

i>|X?aker ot Sta|e .Assem- 
bly 

I Dear Members of the Legislature: 

In the cast of People of the State of 
California u. George Jackson, eJohn 
Clutchette and Flceta Drum go, San 
Francisco Superior Court no. 78302 
better known as the Soledad Brothers 
case, f represented Mr. George 
Jackson. On August 21, 1971, he was 
killed at San Quentin Prison. 

I am writing at this time to request 
w the State Legislature the same 
request which was made on August 


23, 1971, na mely that the Black 
congressmen and congress women 
■.and the Black legislators of Califor- 
nia be constituted into a commission 
of inquiry, or that they be authorized 
to select such a commission of 
inquiry to investigate the August 2f. 
death of George Jackson. 

In support of that, I would like to 
set forth certain information whic^ i 
believe not only calls for, £ut cri» 
out for such an, investigation. 

The facts as I shall relate them, 
unless otherwise indicated, are 
statements that have been made by 
prison officials at San Quentin and 
reported in the press or by radio or by 
television. It is these facte which 
have constantly changed in the 
stories released bv the administration 
(jf the prison which clearly deng&l i 
such an impartial investigation, ^ 

In the first statements issued 




were told that a gun had been 
smuggled into the prison via a tour 
bus. Shortly thereafter this was 
changed to the gun being smuggled in 
* a visitur who was ultimately 
i as Stephen Bingham, “as the 

•; 0,1 ^ possible explanation” according 
• to the district attorney of Marin 
County. 

We were first told it was a 38 
caliber gun, then this was changed to 
a 9 mil.. 8-1/2 inch long, 2-1/4 Jb. 
Spanish-made gun, and after the Son 
Francisco Chronicle ran its front- 
page story clearly indicating that 
such a gun could not be smuggled In 
m one's hair, under a stocking 
under a wig, it became a 5-1/2 inch 
long gun. 

. A 8 ain > we were first told it was 
, «*nuggled in from the visiting area 
via George Jackson's hair, then the 
stocking cap. and finally under a wig 
We were told that the gun was 


cutfed, searched before gtmig into 
yard, and the handcuffs ri ,, lin -,, 
only when he then enters the :njjuM 
ment center where he f ». : , n 
through a complete skin search." 

The administration told us tl»j» 
Goerge Jackson was not in handcuff? 
■because he was "known as a 
cooperative prism, er. It seems 
pecessafy that he would not be in 
hapdeuffs to go through rhe gyrations 
; , claimed by the administration. 

lo ^ us upon entering the 
\mustinent center an escort guard 
'.had been with him from the rime 
to Mo to the visit and on 
the 5 return- noticed what die thought 
0TB*- a pencil in Mr. Jackson’s hair 
He . then supposedly realized it was 
,. nortwfhing else, an<l when he started 
to question Mr. -lacks.,,.. Jackson 
reached for the sun. inserted one of 
two clips they claim he had (and 
Where they were hidden we have not 
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*mu«ried in Mr. Bingham’s briefcase, 
u 5 l * t Bin « ham bimaelf went 
through a metal detector but the 
brief-case waa not checked. 

ta&lymt that aa one who has 
^/been m the prison many times, my 
briefcase has been gone through with 
a fine tooth cothb, and the small IBM 
hand dictating unit that I cariy haa 
pulled out and opened up to 
check ft over completely. 

We have alao been told by the ad-' 

ministration that they knew an 
escape plan was underway weeks 
before because they had allegedly 
dwyvered a letter in the pants 
pocket of a former cellmate of George 
Jackson which talked about such an 
escape. 

They also told da that on or abqut 
August the first members of George 
vackscr. a faxuL’y allegedly attempted 
a ary run?* to smuggle a gun in by 
using a toy gun and a child 
*Such information would hardly 
ead one to not searching anyone 

Jackson!* v Wh ° h “ S *° vj ?" ' «'• 
J2r"* m,,n leavea ,he adjustment 

. " completely skin searched, acetir- 
<bng to the administration, and Ihe 
standard practice is to put him i„ 
handcutfs. Then when he goes out o, 

*' .' uri ? lr,t " ‘be visiting ire . he is 
a « ,,n £ lv en a search. 

. IV.:. n the handcuffs are removed 

then enter, the visiting n, an. in 
J •; ase ,,f Gen tge Jackson, one of die 
condemned cell visiting rooms which 
■lie very small. H guard is stationed 
just outside the door, and the door 
ha--, a large section through which the 
nde V8n V ’ CW Whi>£ is happening in- 
On leaving he is supposedly hand- 


been told>, and got the jump on the 
guards who were (here. According to 
Tune magazine, this whole process 
took some ten seconds. 

It should be noted at this point that 
the guard whose thoughts the ad- 
ministration told us about is one of 
the guards who died. 

Following all of these gyrations, 
Jackson supposedly got the drop on 
the guards, opened up the cells, and 
then ultimately left the adjustment 
center to run across a yard guarded 
by the gun towers and guns on any 
gun rails at the prison walls, headed 
toward a 20-ft high wall topped bv 
barbed wire. 

If he were to clear that he was still 
within prison property covered by (be- 
gun towers, and still had a chain link 
fence that he had to get over. 

The administration told us that 
Jatkaon was killed instantly by one 
bullet This allegedly went in the top 
of his head and exited from his bui*k 
with “a fragment” going in Iws left 
ankle. The official autopsy ivjmrf, 
which was held up inordinately 
Jong period of time, finally indicated 
that the bullet had gone in the back 
and exited from the head, .iod ii,m. H 
second bullet had gone in the ankle. 

When a reporter asked Mr. 
O’Brien, the information officer of 
San Quentin, u this new report meant 
that the bullet-had been fired from a 
gun tower, he res|xmded. “That’s im- 
possible.” thus indicating that it v/as 
fired from ground level, ff true, this 
would mean that: someone had a gun 
illegally within the prison, obviously 
someone other than Mr. Jackson, as 
'he administration claimed that Mr. 
Jackson took the gun with him out- 
side the adjustment center. 

Shortly thereafter, the warden 
changed the story ind announced 
that the now autopsy ropor: meant 
tnt shut had been fired from the gun 
rower, claiming that Jackson was 
running in a crouched position. 

Now seven persons have been in- 
dieted over August 2 1st by the Marin 
Countv Grand Jury We are told that 
no inmates testified, and we know 
that three members of rhe Grand Jury 
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have protested the indictments, one 
of them claiming »lmt the Grand Jury 
sought "not justice. hut vengeance.” 

Finally, i won id like - talk about 
the actions -f t i »•* vr? >up officials and 
the empi'.i- following August 21. 

We know that members of the news 
media ref/rM?ediv attempted fo get in- 
side the prv.oo hut were denied. The 
sam-j is tn,n for family members of 
t!ie prison f. a, iiftornoyH, and other 
persons. Finally on Thursday, the 
26th o! August, / h» ee white iiewnraen 
were g.-antou permission to go in, but 
only th’ee. On that same day, 
Congressman Ron Dellums* requested 
permission to enter the prison but 
was .lenied. When asked why Mr. 
Dellums was denied, Mr. Procunier, 
head of California Stale Department 
of Correct ior.s. made a statement to 
the effect that if people didn't believe 
what they were being to!d by the 
prison officials, that was just too bad 
On Friday. August 27, 
Congressman Dellums, Assemblyman 
Willie Brown, Dr. Calrton Goodlett, 
Reverend Cecil Williams, and Mr. 
Henry Ramsey, were marie to wait 4 * 
outside the main gate at San Quentin ; 
and to talk by public telephone to the 
prison officials inside. * 

After something approximating an 
hour and one-half to two hours of 
negotiation, the officials, finally 
agreed to let them come into the war- ' 
den’s office to discuss, the situation, 
but without any prior agenda. 

In the Soledad Brothers case there , 
is a court order that the defendants 
v/ere to be present at all stages of any 
proceeding im court. /\ hearing date 
hit# been established for August 23rd, 
and a Sheriffs delivery order had ' 

(please turn to page IS) 


Grand Juror abused by Prison 




(continued, from page 16 ) 
been issued for that day for the defen- 
dants to be in court. On the evening 
,‘>f August 22, the prison officials were 
advised that defense counsel had ex- 
. peeled the case to proceed on August 
2-3 and expected their clients to be 
present, namely Fleeta Drumgo and 
John Clutehette. The assistant 
district attorney was likewise advised 
at that tune of the sarhe fact. 

On August 2.3 the defendants were 
not brought into court, and ifte 
assistant district attorney was hot 
present. It was not until the following 
day, August 24, when, after con- 
siderable argument, the court had 
agreed to order such persons to be 
present, and they finally appeared. 

At that time Mr. Clutehette and 
Mr. Drumgo brought with them a 
declaration under penalty of perjury 
signed by almost all, if not all, of the 
men in the adjustment center in- 
dicating how they had been beaten 
and brutalized, and stating that 
George Jackson had been murdered.- 
There have been continued reports 
from the men in the adjustment cen- 
ter of the brutal treatment they have 
been receiving. 

Finally, I am enclosing herewith a 
copy of an affidavit of Richard 
William Beban, member of the Marin 
County Grapd Jury, As you can see, 
this discusses Mr.\jE^ah’a attempt as i 
a member of the ‘ siiocomi^&tAe in- 
vestigating the adnpnisfration of.San 
Quentin to secure facts x>n August 21. 

The affidavit speaks for itself, and 
on October 3 by telephone Mr. Beban 
authorized my including this af- 
fidavit for filing with the State 
Legislature. If nothing else I have 
said convinces you that an impartial 
investigation must be mode, t suggest 
that this affidavit-alone makes such a 
demand. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the 
California State Legislature, I urge 
you to invite the Black congressmen 
and congress women and the Black 
members of the California State 
Legislature to either constitute a 
commission or to form a commission 
of inquiry on the events occurring 
August 21. 1971, at San Quentin . 
Prison. 

1 further call upon you to join in 
the Petition to the United Nations 
which Mrs. Georgia -Jackson, mother 
of George Jackson, has instituted, 
asking that body to make su« h an in- 


vestigation I have enclosed h copy of 
that petition. 

Very truly yours, 
John E. Thorne 

Affidavit of Richard 

William Bcb&n 

The undersigned is a member of the 
Marin County Grand Jury, Marin 
County, California, and hereby, being 
first duly sworn, dep«»ses and says' 

I am a member of the Ad- 
ministration of Justice Committee of 
the aforesaid Grand Jury and further 
a member of the subcommittee in- 
vestigating the administration of the 
public prison in Marin County, San 
Quentin. 

On Saturday, August 21, 1971, I 
attempted to reach by telephone the 
other two members of the aforemen- 
tioned subcommittee. I was unable to 
do so. Therefore, having been infor- 
med of a crisis situation directly jrer- 
taining to that which we were in- 
vestigating. I decided personally to 
go to San Quentin. 

As per previous administration 
request, I first called the prison and 
relayed a message through an 
assistant warden to /Associate War- 
den James Park that I would be out 
at San Quentin in 20 minutes. I then 
left my home in San Rafael and 
.proceeded by autompbile to the East 
Gate of- Sap QuentittJPrison. I parked 
ri^icte -Wd waa v *mtT by a .Correc- 
tional Officer who dibve me to~ the 
Prison Administration Building. I 
arrived approximately 8:10 P.M 
I walked into the lobby of the War- 
den’s office and had the following 
conversation with Associate Warden 
Jamas Park: 

Park: What the hell are you doing 
here? 

Beban: I came to see what is going 
on and whether you have need of our 
services; 

Park: Why don’t you go investigate 
the Communist Party? 

Beban: What? 

Park: It is them and people lik>- 
you who are canning what has hop 
p'ned today. 

Beban: What do you mean? 

Park;. We lost three guards — three 
good men. The only good thing that 
happened all day was that we g.»i* 
George Jackson. Killed him. Sh*»i 
him through the head. 


followed was that Warden Park tna 
further comment pertaining 
“radical aGurney-” ai 
“revolutionaries.” 

He then paused, looked at. r 
rather pointedly led said: “Do y 
want to g< inside'.*” D ie to :h<- t 
pression on hi- face ' did ,h.r g 
mediately amove. «• we uu-d. “ i 
let you go in, but r hr* r uards won 
kill you and I wouldn't .-,»up them 
We continued • *ti r conversatw 
with Wirrc'i A:, c.'.i repeating I 
contention ■ Ida*, it was outsit 
agnation that was stirring up the i 
side prison population. The conve 
si.i’on continued for approximate 
two more •minutes at which point 
excused myself, left with the sap 
Correctional Officer and was drm 
hack to my car. 

The aforementioned Cgrrectiom 
Officer, a stocky gentleman, dress* 
in civilian clothes and smoking 
pipe. . is wiv hi* five feet of niyse 
and Vv irdc.u Park throughout tJi 
convei : U'oo. 

1 declare under the pains ar 
penalties of perjury that the abov 
and foregoing statement of facts ai 
true arid correct. 

Richard William Beban 
August 27. 1971 

Subscrib'd and sworn to hefoit* in 
this 27th Jay of August, 1971 

.Donald Jf. iHopkiiis 

Notary Public for Alameda Count; 
Slate of Californi i 
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VI’ best 
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